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TRIBES OF BRISTOL BAY

March 14, 2017

522 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone:(202)-224-6665

Fax: (202)-224-5301

Dear Senator Murkowski:

As you know, the settlement reached by EPA and the Pebble Limited Partnership rolls
back the protections our region fought for years to secure. This was a huge

disappointment and setback in our region’s efforts to protect our communities and way of
life.

As a mother, you also know the importance of being able to secure a thriving future for
your children and for your future grandchildren. As we approach Mother’s Day, we’d ask
you to remember the many mothers in Bristol Bay who are counting on you to help us
protect our families’ futures. Today we are asking you not to think of Pebble as a fight
about the bureaucratic, inner-workings of the EPA. Instead, try think of the issue the way
we do: What if this was your home? What if this was the home of your grandparents, and
their grandparents? What if this was your livelihood on the chopping block? What if this
was your children and their futures being put in question?

We have attached a letter for you that was sent from hundreds of Bristol Bay Mothers to
Congress last year pleading for help to protect Bristol Bay and stop the Pebble Mine. We
need Bristol Bay protected for our children. It not only makes scientific sense, but is the
moral thing to do. As our region and mothers mourn the loss of the protections Trump’s
EPA dealt away, we ask for you again to hear their plea. Mother to mother.

We appreciate your support of women in the work you do, now please support the
mothers of Bristol Bay in our mission to protect our children’s future by opposing the
Pebble Mine.

Happy Mother’s Day,

Appnsk ey’

Alannah Hurley

UTBB Executive Director
(907) 843-1633
ahurley@utbb.org
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June 20,2016

To: Rep. Bishop, Chair, U.S. House Committee on Natural Resources
CC: U.S. House Natural Resources Committee Members
From: Mothers of Bristol Bay, Alaska

Dear Chairman Bishop:

We are mothers raising our families in the Bristol Bay region of southwest Alaska.
Like our Yup'’ik, Dena’ina, and Aluutiiq ancestors, we were raised on the pristine
lands, waters, and natural resources of our region. Now, we are raising our own
families here, and are passing down to our children the same traditional way of life
that our mothers and grandmothers passed down to us. We are thankful and proud
to raise the next generation of Bristol Bay with the indigenous values and traditions
that have kept our people strong, healthy, and happy since time immemorial. Like
our ancestors, we take great care of the land and water because it has, and will,
continues to sustain the life of our families, our children, our future.

Today, we write to the committee concerning the proposed Pebble Mine.
Unfortunately, we cannot travel to Washington, DC to speak to you directly, but we
feel it is important that our voices are heard on an issue so critical to the future of
our families and our home.

Simply put, mines like Pebble threaten our communities and way of life. Our
cultures are so intertwined with the lands and waters that one cannot survive
without the other. Our children’s health, and the future of our people, depends on
the pristine condition of the lands and waters in Bristol Bay. As Sen. Murkowski
stated in a 2013 letter to Pebble, the company’s multiple broken promises
concerning it permit applications resulted in "anxiety, frustration and confusion"
being the norm in many Bristol Bay communities. As the Mothers of Bristol Bay, we
are exhausted from being held hostage by a Canadian mining company with the fear
of losing everything we hold sacred.

Here at home, our waters host the largest remaining run of wild sockeye salmon on
the planet. All five species of Pacific salmon not just survive, but thrive here. We are
blessed to have the salmon and all other traditional foods at our doorstep to nourish
our bodies and souls as they have for all the generations before us. Salmon, clean
water, and our traditional subsistence way of life are the lifeblood of Bristol Bay and
our cultures.

Our region also hosts a unique sustainable fish-based economy, that enables our
communities’ and region’s survival in a cash-based economy. You can’t find a family
in Bristol Bay that doesn’t depend on the salmon economy directly or in a fishery
support industry. Our salmon provide for our families, as a food source, as a source
of good paying jobs, and a source of culture. We take great pride in knowing that our



children will continue our family businesses. A protected Bristol Bay fishery will
continue to provide in all these ways for our families in perpetuity.

In addition to raising our families at home, we represent many of the women who
have worked tirelessly to ensure the clean water, healthy salmon, and wildlife
remain that way for our children and future generations. We supported our tribes
and communities in requesting the EPA’s assistance in 2010 when the state of
Alaska did nothing to help us. We have attended dozens of meetings, signed
postcards asking for protection, met the Pebble company representatives, and really
learned about the impacts this project would have in our region. We are driven by
our elders’ teachings to respect our lands and waters. And now, after being studied
for many years by hundreds of scientists - the science is crystal clear that mines
like Pebble cannot safely coexist with the bountiful salmon and pristine waters of
Bristol Bay.

We know many in Washington, DC have the impression that the mine would sit on
vast swaths of untouched land and not impact families in other parts of the United
States, but this is simply wrong. The Pebble mine will be dug on top of the
headwaters that form our entire Bristol Bay watershed - the very spawning grounds
which give life to our salmon.

Americans value Bristol Bay not only as an incredible salmon stronghold, but as the
best of what's left for salmon habitat in the United States. From watching the Lower
48 struggle with their salmon runs, we know that if we lose the headwaters of
Bristol Bay, the salmon will not come back. We also know that mines like Pebble fail
and contaminate all over the world in much less sensitive areas. When we see mines
like Mount Polley in British Columbia suffer a new tailings dam failure, we think,
“what if that had happened here?” And then we fight harder.

Today we are asking you to not think of Pebble as a fight about the bureaucratic,
inner-workings of the EPA. Instead, try think of the issue as we do: What if this was
your home? What if this was the home of your grandparents, and their
grandparents? What if this was your livelihood on the chopping block? What if this
was your children and their future being put in question?

We need Bristol Bay protected for our children. It not only makes scientific sense
but is the right thing to do.

There is a reason that the people who actually live here are so vehemently opposed
to Pebble. Some things are too special to risk and we count our children’s future
among such things.

Please consider visiting Bristol Bay. We would be happy to share with you firsthand
what we are working so hard to protect. And in the meantime, pick up some wild
Alaskan salmon at the store. There is a good chance it not only came from Bristol
Bay, but that one of our children actually picked it from the net. As you enjoy eating



it, consider how you can use your position to do what’s right. We, the mothers of
Bristol Bay, are relying on you to help us protect our families’ future.

Thank you,
Adeuon Wonhola
Alejandra Garcia
Alicia Akelkok
Allie Tennyson
Amanda Blunka
Amy Martin
Anecia Nelson
Anita Chuank
Anita Gust
Ann Chocknok
Anna Andrew
Anna Borland-lvy
Anna M Andrew
Anna Maud Acovak
Anna neketa
Anne Acovak
Annie Andrew P
Annie Chunak
Annie Fritze
Anuska Peterson
Anuska Wonhola
Apayo Moore
Arline Franklin
Ashley Kalmakoff
Barbara Gust
Bertha Tugatuk
Bessie Small
Betty Gardiner
Beverly Cano
Catherine Anderson
Celia Hastings
Charlene Heinson
Corrina Petla
Crystal Gumlickpuk
Cynthia Blunka
Danielle Owens
Deborah Tennyson
Deloras Saena
Diane Folsom
Diane Ishnook
Diane Ishnook
Dolly Epchock

New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Dillingham
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Homer

New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok

New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Manokotak
Anchorage
New Stuyahok
Manokotak
Dillingham
Clarks Point
Dillingham
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Dillingham
Dillingham
New Stuyahok

AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
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AK
AK
AK
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AK
AK
AK
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99636
99576
99576
99576
99636
99576
99576
99636
99636
99636
99636
99603
99636
99636
99636
99636
99636
99636

99636
99636
99576
99628
99501
99636
99628
99576
99569
99576
99576
99636
99636
99636
99636
99636
99636
99576
99636
99576
99576
99576
99636



Dorthy Wonhola
Eleana L. Gust
Elena Chunak
Elizabeth Plumber
Elsie Albrite

Eva Chunak
Evangaline Chunak
Evelyn Chunak
Fedosia Wonhola
Felemon Molodih
Flora Huffmon
Frances Dock
Gabriella Andrew
Gayla Hoseth
Georgina Allen
Gina Friccero
Gladys Yukluk
Glenda Agayar
Gloria Wonhola
Hannah Howard
Heather Apokodak
Heather Nudlash
Helen Aderman
Helen Sagmoen
Helen Wonhola
Irene Fritze

Iris Seal

Jasmine Walcott
Jena Barrett
Jenifer Wilson
Jennifer Gust
Joclyn Reamey
Josephine Christopher
Josephine Lau
Joyce Armstrong
Judy Matson
Katherine Active
Katherine Andrew
Katherine Chocknok
Kathryn Herrmann
Kathy Chunak
Katrina Macleod
Kenda Horan
Kimberly Yukluk
Kristina Wahl
Kristine Andrew

New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Nikolgeusk
Dillingham
Togiak

New Stuyahok
Dillingham
North Pole
Kodiak

New Stuyahok
Alaknuk

New Stuyahok
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Dillingham
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Anchorage
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Anchorage
Dillingham
Naknek
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Levelock
Dillingham
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99636
99636
99636
99576
99636
99636
99636
99636
99636
99556
99576
99678
99636
99576
99705
99615
99636
99554
99636
99576
99636
99576
99576
99576
99636
99502
99576
99636
99576
99576
99636
99576
99636
91507
99576
99633
99576
99636
99636
99576
99636
99576
99576
99636
99625
99576



Larry Kayoukluk
Laura Crawford
Laura Pleasant
Laural Sands
Leilou Saena

Lisa Andrew
Louise Parks
Lubova Walcott
Lucy Hansen
Lydia Wonhola
Malcayla Walcott
Margaret Neketa
Margie Hastings
Maria Christopher
Mariano Peters
Marily Konapouk
Marlene Beltran

Marlene Einhellig
Martha Wyagon
Acovak

Mary Ann Gust
Mary Hanson
Mary Jane Kasayulie
Mary Olympic
Mary Walcott
Mary Wonhola
Mary Yukluk
Maryann Johnson
MaryAnn Petla
MaryAnn Walcott
Marylane Kasayulie
Mass Gumlickpuk
Massa Pat
Matrona Andrew
Matrona Gust
Matrona Nicolia
Misty Nielsen
Nastasia Neketa
Natalia Andrew
Natalia Andrew
Natalia Andrew
Natalia Bond
Natalia Gust
Natalia Oyaluk
Natalia Wassilliey
Natalia Yukaluk

Koliganek
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
lliamna

New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Dillingham

New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Anchorage
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Ekwok
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok

AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
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99576
99636
99576
99576
99636
99636
99636
99636
99636
99606
99636
99636
99636
99636
99576
99636
99576
99576

99636
99636
99636
99576
99636
99636
99636
99636
99518
99636
99636
99576
99636
99576
99636
99636
99580
99576
99636
99636
99636
99636
99636
99636
99636
99636
99636



Nicole Ito
Norine Antone
Norra Hamm
Okalena Petla
Olan

Patricia Heyano
Patricia Heyano
Patricia Phillips
Patsy M Andrew
Pauline Askoak
Pauline Small
R. Jones

Rachel Hanson
Raelene Dock

Renee Roque

Robyn Chaney
Rose Wassillie

Sally D Reed
Sally Reed

Sandra Kemp

Sarah Andrew
Serena Aikins-
Mcarthur

Serena Christopher
Shanell Kusma

Sharon Clark
Sharon Thompson
Sherry Christensen
Sirena Tennyson
Sophia Petla
Sophie Barnes
Sophie Moxie
Sophie Neketa

Sophie Noden
Sophie Walcott
Sophie Wonhola
Sophie Wonhola

Stacy Neketa
Stephanie Aikins

Suzanna Christopher
Tammy Yukluk

Tatiana Gust
Tatianna Andrew
Tatianna Gumlickpuk
Tatianna Oyaluk

Dillingham
Togiak

New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Aleknagik
Aleknagik
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Togiak
Dillingham
Dillingham
Togiak
Dillingham
Dillingham
Dillingham
Dillingham

Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Anchorage
Clarks Point
Naknek
Dillingham
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
Koliganek

New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok

Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok

New Stuyahok
Dillingham

New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok

New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok

AK

AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK

AK
AK

AK

AK
AK

AK
AK

AK
AK
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AK
AK

AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK

AK
AK

AK
AK
AK
AK

AK
AK

AK
AK

AK
AK
AK
AK

99576
99678
99636
99636
99636
99555
99555
99576
99636
99636
99576
99636

99636
99678

99576

99576
99678

99576
99576

99576
99576

99576

99636
99503

99569
99633
99576
99576
99636
99576

99636
99636

99576
99636
99636
99636

99636
99576

99636
99636

99636
99636
99636
99636



Teresa Yako
Tersita Tanaka
Tina Tinker

Tracy Gumlickpuk

Twyla Gloko
Valerie Andrew

Valerie Timmerman

Vera Andrew
Vera Backford
Vera Gust
Vera Petla
Verla Gregory

Verna Berry-Brandon

Violet Apalayak
Vivian Seal
Walla Nicolai

[207 signers from Bristol Bay or with strong ties to the region]

New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Aleknagik
New Stuyahok
Manokotak
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Anchorage
Dillingham
New Stuyahok
New Stuyahok
Dillingham
Dillingham
Manokotak
Dillingham
New Stuyahok

AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK
AK

AK
AK

AK
AK
AK

99636
99576
99555
99636
99628
99636
99576
99504
99576
99636
99636

99576
99576

99628
99576
99636



