
TIPS FOR TESTIFYING AGAINST 

THE PEBBLE MINE
Tuesday, April 16 | Dena'ina Center (600 W 7th) 

Testify from noon - 8 p.m., Rally 5:30 - 6 p.m.

The Format
When you arrive at the Dena'ina Center, head inside and sign up to testify. Testimony will be accepted in 
the order of signups.
When your number is called, you will have a maximum of 3 minutes to voice your opposition to Pebble. 
Begin by stating your name, city of residence, your connection to Bristol Bay, and that you oppose the 
Pebble mine. For example

"My name is John Smith, I'm from Anchorage. I have been fishing on the Nushagak for 
the last 7 summers, and I am opposed to the Pebble mine."

Key point: the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) leaves 
Bristol Bay at risk, Pebble's permit should be denied.

The current proposal covers a fraction of the total copper and gold deposit, meaning only a fraction of the 
risk is being analyzed. Meanwhile, Pebble has clear and obvious plans to expand.
 
Pebble’s initial plan would permanently destroy roughly 4,000 acres of wetlands and more than 80 miles of 
streams in their 14-square-mile footprint, introducing harmful metals, changing water flow, etc. Even the 
phase one plan would have a massive impact to Bristol Bay's critical headwaters region. 
 
The potential for a catastrophic tailings dam failure is not planned for, even though toxic wastewater would 
need to be stored safely, without spill or accident, in perpetuity in a seismically active region. 
 
Comments given during the scoping period are being ignored, the DEIS is filled with outdated and 
insufficient science, and the permit is advancing despite massive opposition. The people and resources of 
Bristol Bay demand a thorough review process, and the current process is moving too fast. 
 
The DEIS fails to acknowledge the value of the Bristol Bay sport fishery or that the character of the region, 
sought by tourists worldwide, would be changed even without spill or accident. Some key points about the 
recreational fishery include: 

Sport fishing in Bristol Bay contributes $61 million annually to the local economy. 
Nearly 1,000 full and part time jobs are provided for local guides, lodge operators, pilots, and others. 
The DEIS provides a basic account of recreation activities in the region, and is generally dismissive 
of the recreation industry due to the remoteness of and primitive nature of the region.

After stating why you care, consider including a few points regarding Pebble's proposal and/or the permit review 
process in your testimony.

Questions?
If you have questions at the event, about the format, Pebble's permit, or other ways to get 
involved, please reach out to: Meghan at mbarker@tu.org or (970) 631-6437

Dive in deeper Want more details about the DEIS? Visit www.savebristolbay.org/stoppebble2019


