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The Pebble Mine: A Decade of Deception
Pebble proponents repeatedly claimed to have mining plans over the past 
decade. But every time they’ve been asked, the plans are nowhere to be seen. 
The reason? Pebble knows that the plan would cause outrage. The science is 
clear that a mine the size & scale of Pebble cannot safely coexist with salmon 
in Bristol Bay. In 2010, frustrated with the lies, Alaskans took action.

NDM claims their “port, 
access road, and open pit 

mine are all slated to 
begin in 2006.”

Rio Tinto exits the Pebble 
Partnership, granting its 
shares to two state-based 

non-profits. 

1.5 Millionnumber of Americans who have 
expressed support for protecting 
Bristol Bay using 404(c)
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Alaskans are 
assured that that 

“Pebble is on 
schedule to finalize 

a proposed 
development plan in 

2009”... and apply 
for permits in early 

2010.

CEO of Anglo 
American Mining 

company says they 
won’t go where 

they’re not wanted. 

Pebble Partnership 
o�cially forms with 

Rio Tinto, Anglo 
American and NDM. 
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Tribes, commercial fishermen and many others file request for 
Clean Water Act protections from the EPA under section 404(c) $1.5 billion

annual value of Bristol Bay’s fish-based economy 

Pebble CEO John Shively 
tells the Juneau Empire 

they plan to start 
preparing the Pebble 
Project for permitting 

in 2011

14,000
fish-based jobs in region

4 Number of major mining 
companies that have walked 
away from the project
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Northern Dynasty 
Minerals (NDM) 
announces they 

expect “completion 
in 2005 of permit 

applications.” 

2005

 Pebble says they are 
preparing to initiate state 
and federal permitting in 

2010.

2010

 Pebble reports that 
its “design process is 

nearing important 
milestones” and that 
it “intends to enter 

the permitting phase 
toward the end of 

2012.”

2011

Pebble about-faces and 
now claims, “We have 

never even said that we’re 
going to seek a permit. 

We may not.”

2013

Pebble’s current 
website claims they 
are, “only just now 
preparing to apply 

for permits.”

NDM files water 
rights applications 

to use 35 billion 
gallons a water a 
year from three 

rivers. And,
Rio Tinto Group 

buys 9.9% ownership 
of NDM
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Pebble targets 
completion of two key 
studies by 2008 and 
2011, and the start of 

commercial production 
by 2015.

2

2
northerndynastyminerals.com/ndm/NewsReleases.asp?ReportID=595686

2007

northerndynastyminerals.com/ndm/NewsReleases.asp?ReportID=595696
3

3
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Anglo American 
withdraws from 

the Pebble 
Partnership.
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Pebble’s vice president 
tells an Alaska 

Legislator that Pebble 
would have a mine 

plan out within a year, 
moving to permitting 

by early 2013.

NDM CEO, Ron 
Thiessen, tells the 

International Business 
Times, “We can 

permit this mine. 
There’s no question. 
...The heavy lifting is 
done and we have all 

of the data.”

He also said, 
“Northern Dynasty 

will have permitting 
documentation done 
and ready to file by 
the first quarter of 

2014.”

NDM acquires 
mining leases at 

Pebble

Pebble fined for withdrawing water 
without a permit on 45 separate 

occasions.


