
  
 

The Pebble Partnership is on track to begin digging at the headwaters of 
Bristol Bay within 5 years. Together, we can stop them. But we need your 
support.   
There are some places too special to adequately describe in words. Bristol Bay is one of those 
places. The rivers that cross this wild landscape are intricately winding and full of clean, 
cold water. Together, the rivers of Bristol Bay returned a record-breaking 62.3 million wild 
sockeye salmon last summer.  Salmon are the epicenter of culture for tribal and rural 
communities, as well as an important source of food and employment. These salmon, 
and the trophy rainbow trout and char that they feed, haunt the dreams of anglers and outdoor 
adventurers around the world. The fishing industry supports 14,000 jobs and contributes more than $1.5 billion 
dollars to the local, state and national economy.  Bristol Bay sockeye is enjoyed on the plates of salmon lovers 
around the world.  

Pebble, a massive gold and copper mining proposal, has threatened this productive and wild landscape for 
more than a decade. The next 12 months are critical to stop it once and for all.  

Sensing a political window of opportunity, last December the Pebble Partnership applied for a major permit 
needed to build their mine. The Army Corps of Engineers is advancing a rushed and weak review process for 
Pebble’s key permit. On top of that, Alaskans elected a new, development-friendly Governor in the midterm 
election, lost allies in the state legislature, and didn’t pass a ballot measure that would have made it more 
difficult for Pebble Mine to proceed. To make matters worse, Governor Dunleavy has since appointed a pro-
Pebble commissioner (yet to be confirmed) to the Department of Environmental Conservation, who will oversee 
the issuance of key state-level permits.   

 To stop Pebble Mine from advancing, we need millions united for Bristol Bay. 

Knowing they have a limited amount of cash and political capital, Pebble is doubling down on persuading 
Alaskans to support the mine in advance of a critical public comment period on the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) expected in the first half of 2019.  A 20-page full-color brochure from the Pebble Partnership 
arrived in tens of thousands of Alaskan mailboxes just days after Alaska’s new Governor Dunleavy was elected. 
The mailer complimented several lunch-and-learn events, trip giveaway, and a series of presentations to 
community groups across the state. Clearly seeking to win social license, each touted misleading information 
about a smaller mine, minimal impacts to fish, and dams that can withstand massive earthquakes.  

We have several powerful opportunities in 2019 that will push back against Pebble’s recent public relations 
campaign. With your generous support, we will turn Alaskans and sportsmen and women out in opposition to 
Pebble Mine during the DEIS public comment period, hire scientific experts to review the DEIS, make scientific 



and legal cases that Pebble’s permit should not be granted, and ensure that the proposed Pebble Mine remains 
toxic to decision makers and investors alike.  

What’s unchanged: science, history, and people remain on our side. 

As the Bristol Bay fishing economy is healthy and growing, Pebble’s plan is bursting of holes and errors. An 
overwhelming majority of Bristol Bay residents oppose the mine. Without another investor, Pebble will run out of 
funds in the next 3-4 years, so it has become a war of attrition.  

Simply put: financial means for Trout Unlimited’s Alaska-based Save Bristol Bay program are needed, right now, 
to connect these dots for our core decision makers and stop Pebble’s momentum. 

Trout Unlimited’s Save Bristol Bay team is ready to employ the science, legal expertise, political strategy, and 
grassroots organizing required to ensure success in defeating the Pebble Mine. Together, these tactics hold the 
keys to stopping Pebble, and MUST be done in 2019.  

We need to raise at least $500,000 by Spring 2019 to ensure we hold the line as Pebble pushes forward.  

The following tactics are incredibly important to stopping the proposed Pebble Mine: 

Travel and events to organize Alaskans, hunters and anglers ($85,000): During the DEIS comment period, it is 
imperative to get out the vote and produce hundreds of thousands of public comments opposing Pebble Mine.   
Trout Unlimited Alaska staff has two experienced staff will attend sporting shows, film festivals, conferences and 
organize events nationwide, explaining the threat posed by Pebble with informational materials and a clear and 
strong call to action. Events will be in key legislative districts so that we organize grassroots support for 
protecting Bristol Bay to influential decision makers in Congress. 

Scientific consultants and legal representation ($115,000): Increased private investments will enable us to hire 
two fisheries experts with significant Bristol Bay research experience to review, analyze and document 
inaccuracies in the DEIS and Pebble’s current plan, and provide evidence that Pebble cannot meet Clean Water 
Act standards. Hiring a respected fisheries expert backed with the best available science will educate the public, 
coordinate with agency staff and testify at the local, state and federal level to defeat Pebble.  This also will help 
cover travel to public hearings for expert testimony.  

Decision-maker meetings ($50,000): It is critical that Alaskans affected by a mine at the headwaters of Bristol Bay 
tell their story to local, state and federal decision makers who will ultimately make critical decisions about 
Pebble. TU staff will coordinate this stakeholder effort by leading trips to Juneau during the Alaska legislative 
session, and trips to Washington, D.C. to pursue opportunities with members and key committees in the U.S. 
House of Representatives.  

Communications and PR ($250,000 (minimum)): Part of maintaining widespread opposition to Pebble is keeping 
the drum beat alive and perpetually on the minds of all Alaskans. To gain hundreds of thousands of additional 
comments in opposition of Pebble, we’ll need to scale up our efforts by reaching a larger audience with higher 
frequency. To do this, we’ll need to significantly broaden our audience and reach by implementing paid 
advertising and coordinated social media campaigns.   

Why TU’s Alaska Program? 
People like you care about the future of Bristol Bay and want to see it remain a special place. Because of past 
investments made by people like you, Trout Unlimited’s Alaska Program has built a powerful network of 
sportsmen and women who also care about Bristol Bay and its world-class fishery. TU and this network stand 
ready to continue to defend Bristol Bay in 2019. Our approach in Alaska is unique and effective because diverse 
groups, businesses and communities who rely on healthy fisheries trust our staff, and we prioritize honest open 
dialogue and collaboration to accomplish our shared goals. Trout Unlimited’s organizational structure is the 
perfect mix of local, state and federal leaders required to highlight the threats of Pebble Mine at all levels and 



demand action. Our strong, organized volunteers, in Alaska and around the country, are supported by our Alaska 
staff, who then work with a well-organized Washington, D.C.  government affairs staff to advance all levels of this 
multi-faceted campaign.  

We need you at this critical time to hold the line against the Pebble Mine.  

A thriving Bristol Bay fishery for generations to come is at stake. Once we’ve lost it, it’s gone forever. 2019 
presents a unique opportunity – if we are able to double down on our efforts and prevent Pebble Mine from 
advancing, they will be in serious financial trouble. Alternatively, without raising this money, it is very likely that 
Pebble will overcome one of the most significant hurdles between their mine going from an idea, to a hole in the 
ground.  

Bristol Bay and the cold, clear waters that feed it deserve to remain a place where wild salmon, steelhead and 
trout thrive.  By making your gift today, you are investing in what Bristol Bay’s future looks like. Your support is 
critical to ensuring Trout Unlimited has the resources needed to lead the massive, organized resistance to protect 
Bristol Bay from the proposed Pebble mine, and install the policies needed to secure long-term protections for 
this truly special place.  

Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns, I would love to talk with you more.  

Sincerely, 

 

Nelli Williams 

Alaska Director-- Trout Unlimited 

Gifts are gladly accepted online at this page, or via check to our office:  

3105 Lakeshore Drive #102B, Anchorage, AK 99517. Please indicate “Bristol Bay” in the memo. 

https://gifts.tu.org/bristolbay

