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Bristol Bay, Alaska:  An American fishing 
legacy or future site of North America’s 
largest open-pit mine? 
As a salmon-lover, hunter, angler, conservationist, or 
concerned citizen, you play a crucial role in determining the 
future of Bristol Bay and one of the world’s greatest remaining 
wild salmon fisheries. This guide gives you information about 
Bristol Bay, the proposed Pebble mine, and outlines three 
easy ways you can help protect the region.

The rivers of Bristol Bay are 
internationally recognized as some 
of the finest fishing on the planet. A 
junior Canadian mining company, 
Northern Dynasty Minerals, seeks 
to develop a massive gold, copper 

Brian O’Keefe

introduction

Robert Glenn Ketchum
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and molybdenum prospect, known as Pebble, in the headwaters 
of Bristol Bay. If Pebble gets developed, it would be the largest 
open pit mine in North America and it is a virtual certainty 
that mine pollution will impact Bristol Bay’s prime salmon and 
rainbow trout habitat, abundant wildlife, booming fish-based 
economy, and local Alaska Native communities. 

Protecting Bristol Bay’s world-class fishery from Pebble is one 
of the most important coldwater conservation issues of our 
time. We need individuals across the country to stand up and 
demand that Bristol Bay be protected – as a conservation legacy 
that future generations can enjoy instead of another chapter in 
the demise of North America’s wild salmon populations. 

This Guide will help you: 
LEARN about Bristol Bay and the proposed Pebble 
mine.

TAKE ACTION to protect this world-class fishery. 
 •  Host an event and show a film on Bristol Bay
 •  Organize people to contact decision makers on this issue
 •  Educate your friends through social and local media

KNOW THE FACTS and get answers to your 
questions.

eric Booton
Trout Unlimited Alaska- Sportsmens Engagement Organizer
ebooton@tu.org or 303-981-4366.

Questions?
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Pebble Mine

The Pebble deposit is a vast 

low-grade deposit of gold 

and copper that straddles 

the Kvichak and Nushagak 

watersheds.

No mine of the type and scale of Pebble has ever 

been built without harming water quality. Local 

residents are overwhelmingly opposed to Pebble’s 

development.  It is obvious that the risks are simply 

too immense and the water and fish resources are 

too precious to jeopardize.

Mining companies estimate that the Pebble mine complex, which 

would eventually cover some 54.5 square miles, would produce 

between 1.5 and 10.78 billion tons of acid generating waste.

Over 70 sport fishing 
operations are based in the 

region.  The sport fishery 

contributes $75 million to 

the economy each year and 

supports roughly 1,200 jobs. 

The commercial 
salmon fishery, 
sustainably managed 
for over 130 years, has 
been the foundation of 
the local economy for 
decades, supports over 
14,000 jobs, generates 
over $1.5 billion per 
year, and is enjoyed by 
salmon lovers around 
the world.

Bristol Bay and
 the PeBBle Mine

Tim Romano
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Pebble Mine

Bristol Bay hosts some of the most productive and 
unspoiled trout and salmon rivers in the world, most notably 
the Kvichak and Nushagak Rivers. Both rivers are fed by 
streams, lakes and wetlands in the proposed Pebble mine’s 
footprint including Lake Iliamna, Alaska’s largest body of 
freshwater and home to a rare species of freshwater seal. 
These headwaters are critical spawning and rearing habitat 

The Pebble deposit is a vast 

low-grade deposit of gold 

and copper that straddles 

the Kvichak and Nushagak 

watersheds.

No mine of the type and scale of Pebble has ever 

been built without harming water quality. Local 

residents are overwhelmingly opposed to Pebble’s 

development.  It is obvious that the risks are simply 

too immense and the water and fish resources are 

too precious to jeopardize.

Mining companies estimate that the Pebble mine complex, which 

would eventually cover some 54.5 square miles, would produce 

between 1.5 and 10.78 billion tons of acid generating waste.

Alaska’s indigenous 
peoples have been 
harvesting Bristol Bay 
salmon, trout and other 
subsistence species in 
the same places, with 
traditional methods, for 

generations.

Tim Romano
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for salmon, and are important coldwater refuges for trout.
Even though Pebble would be built in a remote corner of Alaska, 
the impacts of this mine will be far reaching.  If you dream of 
fishing for wild Alaska salmon on a remote river one day, enjoy 
eating wild, pollution-free salmon or value existing American jobs – 
Pebble would have an impact on you. If we do not act to stop the 
Pebble mine today, in the near future it will likely be too late. 

Trout Unlimited and its partners are standing behind local 
communities and organizing conerned citizens, businesses, and 
others to protect Bristol Bay. Despite millions of comments and 

years of nationwide opposition, 
key permit applications for 
Pebble are currently advancing. 

If you care about the future 
of wild salmon and hope that 
places as rugged and wild 
as Bristol Bay exist for future 
generations to fish, hunt and 
enjoy…the time to act is NOW.  

take action: 
how you can helP

Site of proposed Pebble 

mine. If built, this valley 

would become a giant open 

pit over a mile deep.

Barry and Cathy Beck

Fly Out Media
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Here are several easy ways you can help:

Plan a FilM screeninG event

Trout Unlimited has a selection of a few films, from a feature-
length documentary, “Red Gold,” to shorter films that demonstrate 
the incredible scenery, fisheries and people of the region that are 
threatened by Pebble. Here’s what you can do:

Host a House Party and Show a Film
Contact us about the type of event you’d like to host and we’ll get 
you a film that you’ll enjoy. Any of the films in our collection are a 
great excuse to invite some friends over, grab a few cold beverages, 
throw some wild salmon on the BBQ and dedicate an evening to 
helping Bristol Bay. Here’s how you can get involved:

• Get a film ahead of time by e-mailing Eric at ebooton@
tu.org with the type of event you’d like to plan

• Invite a few neighbors or friends over for a fun evening
• Prepare a Bristol Bay salmon appetizer with salmon from 

Pride of Bristol Bay or Wild for Salmon (links on p. 23)
• Kick back, relax and watch 
• After the movie, host a discussion about the issue and 

points brought up in the film (see ”Know the Facts” section 
later in this packet.)

• Ask your guests to take action at SaveBristolBay.org/take-
action  like Save Bristol Bay on Facebook (search “Save 
Bristol Bay”), and/or write a letter to decision makers.

• Email ebooton@tu.org with a quick report about the event

Get Creative!  The party could be anything from an afternoon 
BBQ to a swanky evening dinner party or a “special topic” at a 
club meeting.  Whatever you dream up, just get folks together to 
learn about the issue, and ultimately get involved.

1.

Fly Out Media
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Lean on us!  If you need help or have questions please contact 
Eric at ebooton@tu.org.  We’d be happy to answer questions or 
give you a hand in planning preparations.

If you have other ideas for how to get people involved in the 
movement to protect Bristol Bay don’t let us stop you!  Let us 
know what you are thinking and we’ll see how we can help out.  

orGanize PeoPle to contact 
decision Makers

There are many ways to communicate with decision makers 
such as those reviewing Pebble’s permits (see p. 18) or your 
member of Congress, and it is important to choose the format 
you feel most comfortable with. Letting decision makers and your 
elected officials know that you care about Bristol Bay is what’s 
most important. Below are a few talking points (p. 13) and some 
suggested ways to communicate with them.  
See page 18 for the 2019 decision maker update!

Write a good, old-fashioned letter
For Members of Congress and their staff, mailed letters carry 
more weight than e-mails or phone calls. Organize a friendly 
bombardment of letters to your U.S. Senators and Representatives 
asking for them to support Bristol Bay protection. You can do this 
by writing a letter and helping your family, friends, club members, 
co-workers and whoever else you can recruit craft and send letters. 

• Try to keep your letter personal, short, targeted, and 
informative. 

• In our high security era, mail to Congress in Washington, D.C. 
now takes 4-6 weeks to get there.  You may want to consider 
sending 

2.
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Honorable Senator _____________ Senate Office Building District of Columbia 20510-370

Dear Senator __________,
As an American who values the health of Bristol Bay, Alaska, I urge you 
to do everything in your power to help protect this region from threats 
posed by large-scale mining proposals like the Pebble mine.Alaska’s Bristol Bay region is home to world-class fisheries that support 

thousands of American jobs, boasts one of the last thriving economies 
fueled by wild salmon, and is an iconic destination for hunters and 
anglers worldwide. Scientific analysis has proven that the plan presented 
by Pebble poses significant and unacceptable risk to the fish, water, and 
fish-based industries of the region, and has potential to destroy critical 
cultural heritage and food supply that Alaska Native tribes of the area 
have relied on for generations. 
Please help halt the issuance of Pebble’s clean water act permit due to 
the significant unacceptable adverse impacts to Bristol Bay’s world-class 
fisheries, economy, and way of life the mine would pose. Commercial 
fisherman, hunters, sport fishermen, and small business owners rely on 
the Bay’s fishery to make a living. If we allow Pebble mine to move 
forward without asking the right questions first, this project could be a 
job killer for Alaska and the nation. 
As your constituent, I urge you to do what’s right for the Bristol Bay and 
help stop the proposed Pebble mine.
Sincerely,

Name
Address
Email

Sample Letter
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your letter to the local district office
or you can mail it to us and we will
hand deliver it for you on our nex
trip. Send letters to Trout Unlimited 

Alaska attn: Eric Booton 
3105 Lakeshore Drive #102b, 
Anchorage, AK 99517 or 

 ebooton@tu.org.

Components of an effective letter: 
1) State your purpose for writing the letter in the first 

paragraph. 
2) Be courteous, to the point, and include key 

information, using examples to support your 
position.  

3) Address only one issue in each letter and, if 
possible, keep the letter to one page.

For a Senator:  
The Honorable (full name), 
(Rm.#) (name of) Senate Office Building 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
Dear Senator:  

For a Representative: 
The Honorable (full name) 
(Rm.#) (name of)House Office Building 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
Dear Representative:  

How to 

Address 

Your Letter

Note: When writing to the Chair of a Committee or the 
Speaker of the House, it is proper to address them as:  
Dear Mr. Chairman or Madam Chairwoman: OR Dear 
Madam Speaker: 
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Give your Senators or Representative’s 
Offices a Call.
• To find your senators’ and representative’s phone 

numbers visit: www.house.gov or www.senate.gov or call 
the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121 and ask for 
your senators’ and/or representative’s office.

  
• Remember that a staff member, not your congressman/

woman, usually answers the calls. Ask to speak with 
the staff that handles the fisheries, natural resources or 
environment issues.

• After identifying yourself, tell the aide you would like to 
leave a brief message, such as: “Please tell Senator/
Representative (Name) that I support protecting the fish 
and wildlife resources of Bristol Bay, Alaska for future 
generations. I encourage him/her to do everything in 
his/her power to protect Bristol Bay from the proposed 
Pebble mine.” You will also want to state reasons for your 
support of the issue (see the talking points on page 13).

• Ask for your senators’ or representative’s position on the 
issue.

• You may also request a written response to your 
telephone call.
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Talking points are a good way to organize your thoughts and 
convey a consistent message on a topic. Below are some 
suggested talking points for Bristol Bay. Please pick the 
talking points that resonate most with you and feel free to 
add in your own personal connections and thoughts when 
talking with your elected officials. 

1. The proposed Pebble Mine in Alaska would store up to 10 
billion tons of toxic waste behind the largest earthen dam 
in the world. It would be three times larger than North 
America’s largest mine, located in the spawning grounds 
of the last great wild sockeye salmon fishery. Thousands 
of fishing jobs would be lost, along with the food source 
that has sustained a native cultures for generations. Even 
without a catastrophe, there are risks of continuous leaks 
and spills.

2. Bristol Bay’s sport and commercial fisheries are worth 
over $1.5 billion a year and provide jobs for 14,000 people. 
The region is also an once-in-a-lifetime destination for 
anglers and hunters from INSERT YOUR STATE HERE  
and around the country. Meanwhile, Pebble would 
provide about 1,000 jobs that would go away once the 
mine is tapped out. 

3. I’m not opposed to mining, but this mine is just too risky. 
The late Republican U.S. Senator Ted Stevens of Alaska 
and Democrat Maria Cantwell of Washington didn’t agree 
on many things, but they agreed that this is the wrong 
mine in the wrong place. Sportsmen and commercial 
fisherman have also had their differences over the years, 
but they stand united on protecting Bristol Bay. 

WhaT do I say To 
My eleCTed offICal?

tips & 
tricks
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Organize a Photo Petition

Photo petitions or postcards are a useful way to illustrate 
nationwide support for this issue. It literally puts a face to the 
name for the member of Congress and their staff.  

During an event, meeting, or with a group of friends, use a dry 
erase board and ask people to write their own message on the 
board and sign their name and full address (more than just city 
and state is ideal).  

Take their picture and let them know you will deliver it to their 
representative or senators as appropriate.  

You can then print the photos and deliver them in person to the 
local district office, or check to see if your elected official has 
a facebook page -- posting a photo is a great way to get your 
message across. 

Or you can pass the photos off 
to us and we will deliver them 
for you (email them to Eric at 
ebooton@tu.org).  

lookinG Forward to 
seeinG your Photos!
Also, please share our photos 

with us! Find us at:

Facebook.com/SaveBristolBay or @SaveBristol Bay 

on Twitter. On Instagram we’re: @TroutUnlimitedAlaska 

  

WhaT do I say To 
My eleCTed offICal?
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  educate & enGaGe 
  your local Media

Media plays an important role in shaping public perception, 
and is a critical piece of the effort to protect Bristol Bay. 
One very effective way to reach a large number of people 
is through your local media (newspapers, blogs, club 
newsletters, your favorite fishing magazine, online news 
sources and local TV and radio stations are a few options).  
Here is one easy way you can highlight Bristol Bay through 
your local media outlets.

Submit Letters to the Editor 

A Letter to the Editor (LTE) is able to reach large audiences. 
A LTE is often perceived as a highly credible display of 
mainstream community/public sentiment by legislators and 
other important readers. LTEs cost nothing except a small 
investment of time and thought and they can provide: 

 - An explanation of how this issue relates to other stories 
currently being covered in the news.    

 - A chance to cover the local 
angles of national issues and raise 
local public awareness of an issue.      

 - A chance to give insight on 
issues not being adequately 
covered by your local newspaper.  

3.



The GrassrooTs Guide To ProTecTinG BrisTol Bay

16

WrITIng an effeCTIve 
leTTer To The edITor

1. Find out the newspaper’s policy for LTEs by looking 
on the editorial page of the printed paper or online.  

2. Be concise. Even if the paper does not explicitly limit 
the length of letters it publishes, it’s to your advantage 
to keep it short (200-250 words is typical).  
    
3. Stick to one subject. You are better off writing a 
widely read letter about one topic than one that covers 
many topics but is not read or not published.
 
4. Be timely. Newspapers will rarely print letters about 
subjects that are not in the news. Use a recent news 
event as a link for making your letter timely.   
   
5. Do not assume readers will already know what you 
are writing about. Start with the basics.

6. Use your credentials. If you have personal experience 
or expertise in the subject area, mention it.      

7. Be consistent, but original. Stick to the facts men-
tioned in this handbook or other credible sources. We 
don’t want letters that contradict each other. At the 
same time, do not send in “form letters,” or letters that 
are clearly part of a write-in campaign. 

8. Concentrate on the local angle. LTEs are an opportu-
nity for readers to to learn what members of their own 
community feel about issues that impact everyone.

tips & 
tricks
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Put this Icon on Your Website
An easy way to help raise awareness about 
Pebble mine is to put the “No Pebble” logo on 
your website and link it to SaveBristolBay.org

Don’t forget blogs and social media

Blogs, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and other new forms 
of media are playing an increasing role in how people learn, 
discuss and act on issues.  (See our account names on p. 14!) 
Here are a few ways to take advantage of these channels.

Contact local fishing/hunting blogs and ask if they would 
consider writing a blog post on the issue. If they are 
interested in doing so, contact Jenny at jweis@tu.org and we 
can get them the information they need.

If you haven’t already, “Like” Save Bristol Bay on Facebook – 
share the posts you find interesting with your friends

You can also find us on Twitter and retweet items of interest.
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2019: weiGh in on PeBBle’s Phase one 
PerMit aPPlication!  

Pebble’s phase-one federal permit application is currently 
advancing through a rushed review process.

This is the first and most significant permit required for Pebble 
to build a massive, open-pit mine in the headwaters of Bristol 
Bay, irrevocably damaging the pristine salmon runs, clean 
water, and wild landscape of the region, and opening up 
millions of acres of additional mining claims to be developed 
across the region.

Pebble is on track to begin digging a massive hole at the 
headwaters of Bristol Bay within the next 5 years if this permit 
is approved, unless we stand up and stop them now. 2019 is 
a critical time for us to once again say, “wrong mine, wrong 
place.”

You can comment today at: 
standup.tu.org/save-bristol-bay/

Once you have submitted your comment, please post the 
action page to your social media channels, email it to friends 
and tell everyone you know to weigh in. It is important for 
us to demonstrate strong, on-going public opposition to the 
proposal. 

For details on Pebble’s massive, phase-one plan currently 

being reviewed see: SaveBristolBay.org/thefacts
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Pebble Mine & Bristol Bay at a Glance 
How big is the proposed Pebble mine and where will it be 
located?

Pebble would be the largest open pit mine 
in North America, with a pit size up to two 
miles wide and as much as 2,000 feet deep. 
Sequestering mine waste would require at 
least two giant tailings ponds enclosed by 
four earthen dams, the largest measuring 
3.9 miles long and 740 feet high (taller than 
Seattle’s Space Needle). Altogether, the Pebble 
Mine site could cover 54 square miles. The 
proposed mine will be located roughly 200 
miles southwest of Anchorage, Alaska, and just 

know the Facts: 
PeBBle & Bristol Bay

Robert Glenn Ketchum
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north of Lake Iliamna in the headwaters of the 
Nushagak and Kvichak Rivers that feed Bristol 
Bay. 

What is the total value of the local commercial and sport 
fishing economy in Bristol Bay?

The Bristol Bay commercial fishery is valued 
at $1.5 billion, with at least another $75 million 
generated from sport fishing. 

What is the lifespan of the Pebble mine and how many people 
will be employed by Pebble?

Pebble’s lifespan ranges between 24 to 80 years, 
and could create around 1,000 new jobs. 

know the Facts: 
PeBBle & Bristol Bay
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How long has the Bristol Bay commercial fishery been 
around, and how many people does it employ?

Bristol Bay’s 
commercial 
fishery has 
been around 
for more 
than 130 
years, and 
employs 
about 
14,000 people. 

How big is the Bristol Bay salmon run?

Annual commercial catches between 1988 and 
2018 averaged nearly 41 million sockeye salmon, 
42,000 Chinook, 1.8 million Chum, 138,000 Coho, 
and 218,000 Pink. In the recent past, biologists 
estimated average annual returns of sockeye to 
Bristol Bay drainages at around 50 million, and 
have been as high as 63 million.

What is at stake is Pebble moves forward?

Mining operations would devastate the salmon-
spawning habitat of the world’s most productive 
wild sockeye fishery and regional habitat that 
supports a wide array of wildlife (moose, bear 
and caribou) and fish (salmon, Dolly Varden, 
Arctic grayling and rainbow trout) important 
to subsistence and recreational hunters and 
anglers. The rivers that would be mined through 
or directly downstream of mine waste storage 
facilities have fed generations of Alaska Natives 
and support a sustainable fishing industry that 
is critical to the statewide economy. 

Ben Knight
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lookinG For More?

www.saveBristolBay.orG
Your source for all things Bristol Bay.  

See stunning photos of the region. Read up on the latest Bristol 
Bay news and alerts on our blog. Take action.  Learn more 
about the existing renewable resources of Bristol Bay and the 
risks of Pebble mine.  

additional resources & downloads

We have developed several tools that are available in an easily 
downloaded and customizable document to make taking action 
on behalf of Bristol Bay’s fish, wildlife and people even easier.  

Check out the resources at SaveBristolBay.org/tools 

order your ‘no 
PeBBle’ sticker!
They’re available by volunteering 
(ideas in preceeding pages) or 
through a donation at: 
gifts.tu.org/sbb-sticker

Barry and Cathy Beck



additional resources

• Sample take action letters (pg. 10)
• Event sign-in sheet (pg. 24)
• Bristol Bay factsheets & images(pg. 25) 
• Sample LTEs and many other resources 

at SaveBristolBay.org/tools

Barry and Cathy Beck

Buy Bristol Bay Wild Salmon with a Mission!

Delivered to your door. Order at: PrideofBristolBay.com or 
WildForSalmon.com
This new partnership offers sustainable sea-
food and wild-caught sockeye salmon from 
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Find videos and download the sign-in 
sheet at SaveBristolBay.org/tools
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We also have a selec-
tion of images that are 
available for promotion 
and media purposes 

Factsheets

Ben Knight

Photos For Media

Download factsheets 
about Bristol Bay & 
the Pebble Mine to 
print and hand out at 
events at SaveBristol-
Bay.org/tools



Photo: FlyOut Media

Trout Unlimited’s Alaska Program works to
protect and restore wild salmon and trout
populations throughout Alaska. Through 
sound scientific data, strong grassroots 
outreach and advocacy, and hands-on 
involvement in conservation projects we 
protect some of the most wild and prized 
rivers on the planet, restore those that need 
some help, and engage the next generation 
of coldwater stewards in keeping Alaska’s 
fishing legacy intact.

who are we?

       Learn more about our work at:
www.saveBristolBay.orG
www.tu.orG/alaska

Barry and Cathy Beck


